
The basketball season is finally here. Junior high
boys started their practice on November 2nd. Junior
high and high school girls started practices
November 8th. The following week, on the 15th, the
high school boys started their practices.

The junior high boys and girls had their first game
of the season on the 19th against Lenox. Lenox was
a tough opponent, but our teams worked very hard
and learned what they need to improve on. Keirsten
Klein put up all six points for the Murray girls.
Murray boys also worked incredibly hard. Arien
Cameron drained a three which was by far the most
entertaining part of the game.

The month of November started off strong
with Murray students getting their nursing on for
HOSA week. This included dress-up days and
assemblies. During the assemblies, students
could be seen competing in challenges such as
the "PPE Relay," where they raced to put on
their personal protective equipment the fastest.
In another game, "Which Milk Is It?" students
attempted to differentiate between types of milk
in a blind study.

On November 13th, the After Prom
Committee hosted a carnival in the Jerry Brown
Gym. There were many attendees participating
in the fun games and activities, which brought in
over $1,000 towards After Prom activities.
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Eddie Otto has been the youth pastor at
the Murray Church of Christ for the past
four years. He feels as if he has the best
job because he gets to teach and share the
Good News of Jesus. He gets to work with the
community and help out with the children in our
community. Eddie has also helped in the food pantry.
He sees it as a great chance to get to meet the people
in the community. He loves seeing all the people who
donate. Eddie been a big help in our community with
the church.

He has also coached at the school for a few years
now. He is the Jr. High boys Basketball coach,
Assistant coach for Jr. High Track, and he has helped
with the Varsity Football Team. He grew up in
Murray and went to Murray school from preschool to
senior year. He said that sports had a big impact on
him as a person, so he likes to help out when he can
with it.

Eddie thinks it is important to help out around our
community because he feels as if a town is only as
active as the people in the town. He thinks that it is
very important that we, the community members, get
involved in some way. Eddie doesn’t think that you
have to be on a board or involved in the school to be a
prominent member of our community.

I chose Mrs. Belden as teacher of the month
because I feel she does a lot for the school and the
students. Whenever someone walks in the room she
always has something to say to brighten up their day.
She's one of the teachers that I know that actually
cares about her students. Mrs. Belden has always gone
the extra mile for her students and she has always
lended a helping hand when they needed one. I really
struggled last year but she was there for me to really
help out by talking me through it.

I asked Mrs. Belden some questions about being a
teacher. Both of her parents were actually teachers so
she originally did not want to be a teacher, but she
started to teach at a technology college and she started
to love it. She told me that one of her favorite things
about being a teacher is the relationships that she gets
to make with the students. I think what Mrs. Belden
said it was very true because she does have great
relationships with us and I'm glad she makes an effort
to also.
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The first high school girls and boys JV game was
on the 29th against Wayne. Both teams did an
excellent job and both came out with victories.
Kenzie Mongar literally felt the heat as she slid
across the floor. Wayne girls couldn't keep her down
though. In the boys' game, Andrew Rowe couldn't
miss a three. And could anyone even count the
number of steals that game?! Sheeeeeesh.
The varsity teams will have had their first games

against Lamoni before we go to print. Everyone is
pumped to watch this great season.

Teacher FeatureCommunity Member
of the Month

The Wednesday after was the annual
Friendsgiving between FFA and HOSA clubs.
Attendees had fun eating and chatting with their
fellow club members and friends.

As MHS got closer to Thanksgiving break,
and closer to the holiday season, Student
Council decorated the square in a merry fashion.

The day before students went on
Thanksgiving break, they could be seen helping
the elementary decorate their trees for the Tree
Jubilee. Some tree designs included the Grinch,
Dinosaurs, and ABC's. Judging of the trees will
begin on November 29th and go into December.
Overall, November was a busy, but exciting,
month for all of Murray students and Staff!
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-HS Boys
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-JH Boys

-Winter Break

- Music
Concert

Sock it to

Santa

Bring hats, gloves, and socks to
your Advisories

Nov 30th to Dec10th!

Donations go to Mrs. Klaus' Legacy and
will be given to families that are struggling

through this winter season.

Toys for Christmas

CCOPS is looking for a
donation of toys in all shapes

and sizes this December!
Toys can be dropped off to

Anne Crowley

Donations will be picked up by CCOPS
members and gifted to kids who might

not get any presents this year.
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In December you will see all your hard work and
effort pay off.

December will be your month in evey aspect.

Something important might slip through your
fingers in December. Take this as a chance to
regain freedom and respect for yourself, and
newfound motivation.

Take some time off in December to focus on
yourself and your feelings.

This month your main priority will be your
family. Changes in your home can be expected in
December.

December should be the month that you devote to
your friends, family, and reflections of past events.

Love, happiness, and success will come your wy in
December. Don't be afraid to take big risks.

In December, you should rely on yourself and
your skills to lead you to happiness and financial
success.

The first few days of December might be a little
rough, but do not lose hope as new opportunites are
right around the corner.

You will have great success in matters involving
travel and entertainment.

December is the month that you will feel your
popularity rise, and new oppurtunities will appear.

This month it is important to focus on material
aspirations.

Fun & Games

Music Department: On Dec. 6th, the
junior high and high school winter concert
will be held in the gym at 7:00 pm.
Pre-k through 5th grade winter concert will
be held on the 13th at 7:00 pm.

FBLA: FBLA members will be attending the
sports entertainment experience to see an Iowa
Wild hockey game
at the Wells Fargo Arena
on December 14th.

FFA: Fruit sale deliveries will be in from
the 6th-13th.

Student Council: Tree jubilee voting will
be in the cafeteria on December 21st.Dear Mustang Mabel,

What is the best way to explain to your
parents that you do not want to go to college?
Yours Truly,
No College Nelly

Dear No College Nelly,
This can always be a difficult conversation to have with your

parents, but you should probably start off with a plan. First, think
of all the reasons you don’t want to go to college. If you have a job
in mind that you want, then maybe add that to help support your
decision. Next, you should figure out a set time that works for you,
but make sure that your parents won’t be busy, either. Plan out
what you feel as if they are going to respond with, like the
questions they might ask or the arguments they may bring up.
Figure out how you’re going to answer their questions because it
will make you look like you have it more thought out than they
think. Also, make sure that you have alternatives to college, such
as other career paths that you would rather try. The main reason
parents want their kids to go to college is to see them succeed, so
show them that there are other ways you can succeed and get a
good career. Last but not least, confidence is key. As long as you
trust yourself and explain your reasoning well, they should also
trust you and take it easier.
Sincerely,
Mustang Mabel

Dear Mustang Mabel,
How do I get my ex boo to unblock me?

Yours Truly,
Broken Hearted Ben

Dear Broken Hearted Ben,
This task can be very challenging to do, especially because there

are many different reasons someone may block someone else. This
doesn’t necessarily have to be about an ex boo, but this could also
help someone who had a friend or family member block them.
Starting off, you should address the reasoning of why they would
block you. Maybe you guys had an argument, and if that is the
case, try to figure out what the argument was about or what you
may have said to them. Start with an apology. Make sure you pay
attention to what they said in the argument and then address it in
the apology. This will show them that you listened and thought
over their feelings and that can make them forgive you easier.
Another reason you may be blocked is because they needed space.
If so, let them have their space, even if you want to text them right
away. While giving them space, do not try to reach out to them on
other social media platforms, otherwise they may block you on
everything. When you think that they may be ready to talk again,
start out by checking in on them, whether this is in person or
online.
Sincerely,
Mustang Mabel

Dear Mustang Mabel,
I need help with getting people to pay attention.

Sincerely,
Shy Shelia

Dear Shy Shelia
Getting people to pay attention can be tricky, but it is not

impossible. The first thing you need is confidence. People are
more likely to listen if you are confident in what you are saying.
Sit and stand tall. If you appear more open, you will seem
friendlier and more people will pay attention to you. If someone is
not listening to what you are saying, maintain eye contact. This
will catch their attention and they will be more interested in the
conversation.

Yours Truly,
Mustang Mabel

The Murray Community School Foundation is celebrating its 25th anniversary this year. It was
originally formed in 1996 with 16 Charter members.

In just the last five years, the foundation has given away $102,575 in scholarships, and much
more counting the years preceding. We have also donated to the Arts and Sciences, libraries, music
programs and various classrooms.

Last year was the first year we were unable to host any fundraisers due to COVID, however we
are back at it this year with our annual Pancake & Sausage supper on Friday, December 10th from
5:00 to 6:30 p.m. before the varsity basketball game with Orient-Macksburg.

Our Chili supper and pie auction will be held on Senior Night for basketball on Friday, February
4th with Moulton-Udell.

We would like to thank parents, school staff and the entire community for their unwavering
support to this foundation. Our goal is to continue to help give the opportunity for higher
education to our seniors and enhance the school system wherever
needed.
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